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Jo Daviess County Health Department 
Board of Health Meeting 

Jo Daviess County Health Department Conference Room 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
1. Call to Order: Board President Peg Dittmar called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

  
2. Roll Call - Voice roll call was taken: 

Members present: Peg Dittmar, Merri Berlage, Don Hill, Hesper Nowatzki, Tracy Bauer, 
Lisa Haas, Dr. Barbara Kepner, and Tara Redfearn.  All members present.   
Staff present: Marcia Christ and Samantha Rojemann  
Others Present: Other members of the public; Brandon Behlke and Michael Wampfler, DC 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
a) Minutes from the May 5, 2021 Board of Health Meeting: Merri Berlage motioned to 

approve the Board of Health Meeting minutes, Dr. Kepner seconded the motion. All 
were in favor, the motion carried. 
 

4. Citizens’ Comments – Dr. Michael Wampfler addressed board members, thanking them for 
their time and effort in trying to better the health of the community.  Dr. Wampfler then 
distributed the attached documents and briefly reviewed the highlighted notations regarding 
the vaccinations; their effectiveness, and the risks versus the rewards.  He asked that the 
Board of Health consider being a point of education, informing the public that there are in 
his opinion, safer treatment options available that have proven to be viable and effective, 
instead of being vaccinated. 
Peg Dittmar thanked Dr. Wampfler, expressing how much the board appreciated the 
information and that it is something they would discuss. 

       This document along with all other information submitted during citizens’ comments is kept 
       on file at the Health Department 

5. Financial Reports – Public Health fund 003, PH Catastrophic Fund 046, and Animal 
Control fund 020:  April 2021 budget comparison financial reports were presented for 
review and discussion.  

 

 
6. Unfinished Business  



 

 

a. Discussion regarding Board of Health Bylaws – Following review and discussion 
of the Board of Health Bylaws; referring to Article VIII Meetings, members agreed 
to remove “not” from the last sentence of item #7, and the last two sentences of item 
#8, along with items a, b, and c. 
Tracy Bauer made a motion then to approve the Board of Health Bylaws with the 
changes made, Hesper Nowatzki seconded the motion.  All were in favor, the motion 
carried. 
 

b. Discussion regarding Health Department Employee Handbook 
Following further discussion; Board members will review the revised County 
Employee Handbook that was approved June 8, 2021, and the Agenda Item will be 
discussed again at the next Board of Health meeting.  
 

c. Discussion regarding Board of Health Committees 
Peg Dittmar stated that there were currently four committees of the Board of Health.  
Board members discussed and agreed that a Strategic Initiative Committee should be 
developed; the list of committees and appointed members are as follows: 
 

1. Personnel Committee: Peg Dittmar, Merri Berlage, and Hesper Nowatzki 
2. Budget & Finance Committee: Peg Dittmar, Merri Berlage, and Tracy Bauer 
3. Environmental Health Committee: Per Dittmar, Tara Redfearn, and Lisa 

Haas 
4. Client care Committee: Inactive at this time 
5. Strategic Initiative Committee - Peg Dittmar, Dr. Barbara Kepner and Don 

Hill   
 
d. Discussion and possible action regarding COVID Grant reimbursement to 

Midwest Medical Center and Medical Associates 
Tracy Bauer discussed with board members the amount Midwest Medical Center had 
paid in staff wages and benefits totaling $36,051 for the 876.5 hours worked for 
those involved in helping to organize clinics and provide vaccinations, and whether 
this would qualify under the COVID grant.  In regards to Medical Associates, Tara 
Redfearn stated it would be hard to calculate everything involved; considering the 
hours worked, education, and advertisement. Don Hill expressed there should be 
some token of thank you and gratitude for the help, not a reimbursement, and that the 
grant would have to be amended.  Merri Berlage noted that they had volunteered, 
and that this should have been discussed prior.  She mentioned too that they should 
also consider FHN who volunteered to help, as well as the Call Center made up of 
volunteers, set up by Chuck Pedersen.  Don Hill recommended making an in-kind 
contribution to all involved if possible; Samantha Rojemann stated she thought the 
grant could be amended but was unsure what could be included.  
Merri Berlage made a motion that when Sandra Schleicher is back from maternity 
leave she will need to review the COVID clinic activities/expenses per the grant. 
Tara Redfearn seconded the motion, all were in favor.  The motion carried. 

 
7. New Business: No new business for discussion at this time 

 
8. Administrator’s Comments:  



 

 

- Samantha Rojemann took this time to update members on the number of vaccines 
administered, noting that 12,504 people in Jo Daviess County have been fully vaccinated.  
She also reviewed the number and percentages of those vaccinated within the different 
age groups. 

- Samantha stated that Lori Stangl plans to hold a J & J clinic June 17th at the county jail.  
Tracy asked if it be possible to consider offering a clinic for Hispanics as well and 
providing education. 

- Samantha stated she has completed the 2022 PHEP Grant in the amount of $41,875. 
- Samantha mentioned to board members that with her Public Health degree; she is 

currently in training and will be transitioning into the Environmental Health department. 
 

9. President’s Comments: Peg stated she wanted to continue offering Zoom as an option in 
order to make it more convenient for members to attend the Board of Health meetings. 

 
10. Board Member Comments:  There was discussion as to what websites are available in 

order to receive more information on vaccines. Coronavirus.gov and flccc.net were 
recommended and to be made available on the county website.  

 
11. Citizen’s Comments – no citizen comments 

 
12. Next Scheduled Meeting Date: July 7, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

13. Adjourn:  Lisa Haas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m., seconded by Merri 
Berlage.  All members in favor, the motion carried. 


















