
JO DAVIESS COUNTY 
AD-HOC ZONING COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 19, 2025  

 

I. Call to Order 

Committee Chairperson Cassens called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, August 19, 
2025 in the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Administrative Offices in Galena, 
Illinois.   

II. Roll Call 

County Administrator Angela Kaiser called roll: Present – Michael Dittmar, Diane Gallagher, John 
Creighton, Beth Baranski, Brian Engle, Cory Cassens, Dan Caswell, LaVonne Deininger, Steve 
McIntyre, Tony Jones, William Meeker. Present: 11. Present electronically: 0. Absent – LaDon Trost, 
Joel Holland. Absent: 2. Also Present: John Schultz, County Board Member; Angela Kaiser, County 
Administrator. 

III. Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes of July 15, 2025 Ad-Hoc Zoning Committee meeting was made by 
Diane Gallagher and seconded by LaVonne Deininger. The motion carried by roll call vote. Ayes – 
Michael Dittmar, Diane Gallagher, John Creighton, Beth Baranski, Brian Engle, Cory Cassens, Dan 
Caswell, LaVonne Deininger, Steve McIntyre, Tony Jones, William Meeker. Ayes: 11. Nays: 0. Absent 
– LaDon Trost, Joel Holland. Absent: 2.  
 
IV. Citizens' Comments 

Nikki Frank, Galena; related her recent experience creating a new single-lot subdivision for their 
property just to adjust their property line to accommodate construction of a new accessory building; 
a lot of time spent going through the process and was costly and confusing at times. John Schulrz, 
Galena responded to Frank with respect to the combining of parcels and exemptions from the Plat 
Act that allowed divisions and combinations of parcels that occurred prior to the adoption of Zoning 
in Jo Daviess County in 1995. 
 
V. Unfinished Business  

Chair Cassens asked Subcommittee members for updates on their conversations with interested 
parties regarding the County Zoning Ordinance and any issues they have encountered. 
 
Steve McIntyre spoke to the Mayor of Elizabeth where they are working on their zoning regulations. 
He hasn't yet spoken to Apple Canyon Lake representatives. 
 
Cory Cassens had conversations with Stockton School DIstrict representatives and Farm Bureau. 
 
Dan Caswell noted that he spoke to a number of township trustees, but didn't receive much useful 
information. 
 



Beth Baranski indicated that she received a response from Rawlins Township representatives; they 
asked that change to the regulations be beneficial to them and the business community. 
 
Bill Meeker noted that his recent experience with the County's lighting standards reveals that this 
section of the Zoning Ordinance also requires some modification. 
 
Brian Engle spoke to River Ridge School District representatives. 
 
LaVonne Deininger attended poker run last weekend; 110 individuals registered and signed petition 
to make UTVs legal in illinois. 
 
Tony Jones noted that he has interviewed a number of individuals, but there is not much interest. 
 
John Creighton discussed with individuals in his area of the County; there is a general lack of 
interest, but a Wisconsin-based contractor has done a lot of work in Jo Daviess County and would 
not want to come back here to work. 
 
Diane Gallagher indicated that she had spoken to Menominee Township Trustees; they would like 
the Zoning Regulations to be simpler. 
 
Brian Engle recounted his experiences as an architect. Indicated that in his experience his clients' 
having difficulty engaging a contractor once a project design is approved and ready to be built. This 
adds to the length of time from project concept to actual construction. 
   
VI. New Business 

Mike Dittmar reviewed proposed changes to the Guest Accommodations Regulations.as reflected in 
his draft entitled "Guest Accommodations Reform" (dated June 17, 2025) showing proposed 
modifications to the ordinance (see below): 



 

 



 

 



 
 
At the September meeting the Subcommittee will focus upon the Land Evaluation Site Assessment 
(LESA) procedures and evaluation standards and the Land-Use Table contained within the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
  
VII. Citizens' Comments 

John Schultz noted hat he is a member of the County Board's Legislative Committee; powerful 
interest groups are expressing interest in allowing UTVs in Illinois; the Attorney General seems to be 
coming around. He will continue monitoring the situation. 

VIII. Committee Member Concerns 

None. 

IX. Adjourn  

Motion to adjourn was made at 08:03 PM by John Creighton and seconded by Brian Engle. Motion 
carried by voice vote. 

Next committee meeting: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
 


