
JO DAVIESS COUNTY   
PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS & AD HOC ZONING SUBCOMMITTEE  

STUDY SESSION MINUTES 
APRIL 16, 2026   

   

I. Call to Order   

Chair Peter Huschitt called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM on Thursday, April 16, 2026 in the 
meeting room at the Jo Daviess County Highway Department Building, 1 Commercial DR, Hanover,   
Illinois.     

II. Roll Call   

Roll Call for the PC/ZBA was answered as follows: Present – Peter Huschitt, Ron Mapes, Don Hill,   
Gary Diedrick. Present: 4. Present electronically – 0. Present electronically: 0. Absent – LaVonne 
Deininger and Steve McIntyre (was counted present with the Ad Hoc Zoning Ordinance 
Subcommittee). Absent: 2   
   
Roll Call for the Ad Hoc Zoning Ordinance Subcommittee was answered as follows: Present – Dan   
Caswell, John Creighton, Mike Dittmar, Brian Engle, Steve McIntyre, Beth Baranski, Diane Gallagher, 
Toby Tony Jones, La Don Trost, Cory Cassens, William Meeker. Present: 11. Present electronically – 0.  
Present electronically: 0. Absent – LaVonne Deininger and Joel Holland. Absent: 2   

III. Establishment of a Quorum   

Chair Huschitt noted that a quorum of both bodies was present.   

IV. New Business   

A. Review of the Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Zoning Subcommittee Regarding 
Amendments to the Jo Daviess County Zoning Regulations and Associated Regulations:   
  
1. Overview of the Purpose of the Study Session (William Meeker, Planning & 

Development Administrator).   
  

2. Review and Discussion of Proposed Amendments to the Jo Daviess County Zoning 
Regulations and Associated Regulations (Cory Cassens, Chair of the zoning Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee & PC/ZBA Members).   

   

It was noted that the purpose of the Study Session is to permit the PC/ZBA members to review the Ad 
Hoc Zoning Subcommittee's recommendations for amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and other 
related ordinances as outlined in the whitepaper entitled: Adapting for Tomorrow's Success (Jo 
Daviess County Ad-Hoc Zoning Subcommittee 2025). Commissioners may ask questions regarding the 
proposed amendments, but cannot indicate their position(s) regarding any of the amendments. As 



this is a study session with no action to be taken by the PC/ZBA, citizens' comments will be held at 
the end of the meeting; Commissioners were counseled that they may not respond to any comments 
made by the public; this must be reserved for the duly-noticed public hearing.   
   
Chair Cory Cassens of the Ad Hoc Zoning Subcommittee reviewed the recommendations of the 
Subcommittee as follows:   
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PC/ZBA Commissioners asked clarifying questions regarding the recommended amendments. No 
action was taken.   



V. Citizens’ Comments (Commissioners Cannot Respond to Questions or Provide Other 
Commentary)   

Tom Heidenreich, Stockton, IL: Encouraged the PC/ZBA to review the policy direction of the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan during the deliberations. He noted that the County's population has been 
relatively stable since 1910. People are migrating from the towns to the rural areas.   

VI. Adjourn    

A motion to adjourn was made at by Don Hill and seconded by Ron Mapes. Motion carried by voice 
vote. Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.   

The next REGULAR meeting of the Planning Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026    
   


